
Influenza
Fight Influenza,

it starts with you



What is seasonal influenza?
Seasonal influenza is an acute viral infection that spreads easily among humans in 
all age groups. It mainly affects the respiratory system, especially the nose, throat 
and lungs. It is transmitted by inhaling the droplets when coughing, sneezing or 
interacting with an infected person. It can also spread by touching surfaces or 
substances contaminated with the influenza virus and then touching the eyes, 
mouth or nose. The severity of infection ranges from mild to severe and can 
sometimes lead to death.

What are the symptoms of influenza?
 Sudden rise in body temperature

 Dry cough

 Feeling tired and fatigue

 Body ache and muscles pain

 Runny or blocked  nose

 Sore throat

 Headache

 Vomiting or diarrhea, especially in children

What are the complications of influenza?
Most people with influenza recover within a few days  to around two weeks, however, 
some people can develop complications such as:   

 Pneumonia & bronchitis or bronchiolitis 

 Inflammation of the ears or sinuses

 Further deterioration in the health condition of people with chronic disease   
 that could become critical



How can you protect yourself from influenza?
The best way to prevent influenza and avoid serious complications is to get the 
influenza vaccine every year, other preventive measures recommended to reduce 
the spread of infection are:
l Washing the hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
l Covering the nose and mouth with a tissue when sneezing and coughing
l Cleaning and disinfecting surfaces regularly and avoiding touching the eyes or 

mouth immediately after touching contaminated surfaces
l Avoiding contact with infected people

What is the influenza vaccine?
It is a vaccine that contains an inactivated virus (Ineffective in causing disease) that 
is once taken, triggers the immune system to produce antibodies to the virus, this 
may take up to two weeks, after which the body acquires immunity to protect itself 
against the seasonal influenza virus infection.

When should you get the influenza vaccine?
It is advisable to take the influenza vaccine once a year before the winter season, 
between September and October, but it is also possible to take the vaccine at any 
time until March to avoid getting the influenza viruses still circulating in the 
community.

Why do you need to vaccinate against influenza every year?
The influenza viruses are constantly exposed to multiple mutations, causing the 
virus to change its shape every year, and emerging new strains that deceive the 
human immune system.  Therefore in order to keep pace with these changes, 
influenza vaccines are developed annually to suit the strains that spread every 
winter.



Who can take the Influenza vaccine?
Vaccination can be given to anyone 6 months or older, but the following groups are 
more likely to have Influenza complications and should be vaccinated:

l Children aged 6 months to 5 years

l Adults over 65 years of age

l Pregnant women at any stage of pregnancy

l People with a weakened immune system  due to  diseases or medications  (such 
as cancer patients, people with HIV / AIDS and those taking 
immune-suppressant treatment)

l People with chronic diseases such as asthma / heart disease / diabetes / kidney 
and liver diseases 

l Healthcare workers

l Travelers to Hajj and Umrah

What are the contraindications for taking the Influenza 
vaccine?
l Infants under the age of 6 months

l People who are allergic to any component of the vaccine, or who have had an 
allergic reaction to it in the past

l People with severe or mild symptoms, with or without fever

Is the Influenza vaccine safe?
The Influenza vaccine is a safe vaccination with minor side effects that can include:

l Mild pain, redness or swelling at the injection site

l Mild fever

l Sore throat

l Mild body aches

Where can you get the Influenza vaccine?
The Influenza vaccine is provided at all DHA primary healthcare centres  and private 
healthcare providers 


